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[Abstract:] Relative to reduction in force. 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
March 26, 1885 


Sir: 


It is thought possible by the Secretary of the Treasury that in view of the discontinuance 
of the minor coinage at your Mint the force employed and the expenses can, to a considerable 
extent, be reduced, and that for the balance of the year it will be unnecessary to make any 
advances to your Mint from the appropriation contained in the Act authorizing the coinage of 
standard dollars; as during the fiscal year 1879, when the appropriations were less than for the 
present fiscal year, being $285,000 for wages and $82,500 contingent, it was unnecessary to use 
that appropriation, although the coinage executed at the Philadelphia Mint was, in gold, 936,564 
pieces, in silver 12,125,850 pieces, and in minor coin 9,620,200 pieces. 


The balance to the credit of the appropriation for wages to the first of February was 
$135,360.25, and to contingent $62,908.27. You will therefore reduce your force so that for each 
of the remaining months of the fiscal year the expenditure will not exceed the pro rata proportion 
of that balance to the credit of wages, and make the expenditure as much lower than that as the 
business of the Mint and the interests of the service will permit and make your requisitions for 
the balance of the year upon this basis. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


